Dmdends nnd Good Nevs from
Upper Tanana
-Valley Mine -

" Stockholders of the Nabcsna Min-
ing Company, operating in-the Na-
‘besna country, near Chitina, Alas-
ka;, have added to their: Christmas
cheer within the last few days re-
mittances in form of dividends from
the mine. Among them-are a num-
ber of Fairbanks residents. :
Along with the dividend checks
came the following interesting an-
‘nouncement over the name of Carl
F. Whitham, president and general
manager of the company: .
Progress of Mine
{5 “Nabesna Mine .now has larger ore
reserves showing, and is operating
and producing more efficiently and
at less cost than at any time in its

past history.

“During the summer of 1931. a. w
small mill was.installed and operat- '
ed for the remaining 60 days of the
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summer months, making a produc-

759.00. Thers being no road to the
mine at that time, these concen-
| trates were shipped ‘f:t by airplane
Since milling began, eight years ago, |
mill tonnage capacity has been more !
than doubled, equipment installgd !
that has greatly improved recovery,
and heating and water supply pro-
:| vided so that successful year-around
operation of the mill plant has been
attained. Concentrates and gold bul-
1licn having a total gross value- of

tion of concentrate valued at 560,-*5

ive several hundred feet wide, from
which numerous irregular-sized
dikes branch out, intruding farther

‘linto .the limestene. It is along or

near the contact of this diorite in-

itrusive and its branching dikes with

the .massive limestone rock that the
cre bodies are found. The mountain
rises steeply for-over 2,000 feet above
the valley floos; the-intrusive diorite
cutting through the mountain-is ex-
posed for three miles or more. -
! Development

$1,568,723.00 have been produced to
.(Continued from Page 1)
date of Octobar 1,1938.
¢ “A road branching from the Rich-
ardson Highway will, when, as_ori-
ginally . planned, . constructed  on
through to Chisana and. beyond and’
beyond to the White River, -making
txansportatlon avallable for the.en-
 tife, rlchly mineralized North Wran-
| gell Mountain. region This road was
| —all credit -to the. efficient, capable.|
work of the Alaska Road Commis-
sion . and. its “engineers—completed
to Nabesna several years ago. Using
the road .for truck.freighting .sup-
plies in and concentrates out from
Nabesna Mine has lowered the per
ten . freight costs several hundred
per cent from that of the early days
of airplane’ and winter sledding
:tlampm tation.”
\ On Uppor Kanana
_“The  Nabesna Mine is near the
headwaters of Nabesna River, which
‘stream is the principal source of ‘the
'I‘e?maﬁniver The mine is located
o est ‘side of the valley “on
;Whiw Mountaln A good highway

'the reountry” '
. ‘m-se‘m By or-"rhe “Whitge

Mount&m. ‘taking its name: from, the |

Phigh' white - limestone* cliffs ‘tower-
»lng above - and overlooklng Nabesnar

alley. b3

ﬁ““‘m has: now; baen nearly 40 /yea.rs.
since the’ tlme three “nlnet.y-elght-‘
‘ers \H ﬂndlng their way ‘across - ‘the|
pmctieally unexplored mountain:
“ wlldemess from the seacoast 'to the
d new-found gold diggings of the Yu-
. Ikon' valley, eased packs. from 'their
shoulders at the bage of El-Se-Ba to
rest,” boil - a pot of tea and have a
midday bite of food. Their journey.
i was continued but not before one of
; 'i;hese ‘three had taken a pan of the.
gravel ‘and’ slide rock from ‘a’steep’
gulch comlng “down ‘the mountain
"I side ‘and found colors of gold. Thus
i ’was Whlte ‘Mountain first knowrt.-to.
i contaln gold' but many years elapsed
! b.,fore~ any further attentlon was

given th 'mounto.ln
! Formation g :
“White ' Mount.aln largely . com-
posed” of llmestone rock, is cut di-
! agonally across in ‘a general noxth-_
i sout.h direction by a_diorite intru-
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Mining Corporation was formed un-
der the Laws of Alaska for the’ pur-
pose of acquiring and developing a
group of ~White Mountain’ ‘lode

claims upon which high grade. gold
ore had been found. The claims at'

that time acquired have since been

added to and the corporation’s hold- :

ings now are 36 lode claims, which
cover practically the entire area of
White Mountain. In
these lode claims the corporation al-
so owns 34 placer claims adjoinlng
in the’ valley below.

“Development work on its quartz

property was begun during the sum- ]
mer of 1930. A tram ‘line 2,000 feet;
long was built, 150 feet of tunnel

was driven, opening up the high
grade ore of the Bear Vein to 100
foot depts. Since 'that beginning
nine years ago, an additional tram
of gieater capacity has been in-
stalled to date. of October 1, 1938,
the underground work done _totals

“In tlle fall of 1929 the Nabesna *

addition “to

ine
Shlppmg Ore
After Long Idle

Concentrates On Way to.

Smelter; Property Rehabili-
tated and Will Operate Year
Around

FAIRBANKS—Nearly 3 months

the Nabesna mill rehabilitated and

in operation after the shut-down |

of war years, but the first ship-
ment of concentrates was trucked
out 235 miles to Valdez September
15 and weekly shipments will go
out until the road is closed, Carl
. Whitham, general manager, said
while in Fairbanks with Joe Ber-
ry, his diesel engineer who came
in for medical attention.

The initial shipment, the fizst in
six years, consisted of over four
tons valued at $1,000 a ton, and
the weekly shjpments will be of
approximately the same amounts.
The ore will await passage on an
Alaska Steamship Company boat
for the Tacoma smelter. ’

Around 14 or 16 men have been
employed at the Nabesna mine

- since June 1. The mill finally got
into operation the latter part of
August. A vast amount of reha-
hibilitation work was necessary.
Everything had to be overhauled
and many pieces of equipment re-
placed. Foundatjons of buildings
had settled, slides obstructed the
roads.

Year-Round Work

“It was a lot of hard work,"i.

said Whitham, “but now we are
running smoothly and will oper-
- ate the year round. Ore bodies are
" showing up nicely with bigger
quantities of ore than we really
expected. The grade is fairly good.
“While gold miners are having
trouble and grijef,” he said, “they
- should go through with the reha-
hibiltation work and get their
mines going. It has to be done
. sometime, and the quicker they
‘| get at it the better. It is a pleasure
when you once get a mine rehabili-
tated and in operation that makes
your work seem well worth while.”
Whijtham and Berry drove in
- over the highway via Tok Cut-
off and the Alaska Highway and
returned by the same route. Whit-
ham said the road out from the
mine was the best this year he had
ever seen it. While the new bridge
over the Chistochina will soon be
completed and looks much better
than the old which has had a habit
of going out every year, he said hjs
men preferred the old bridge be-
| cause of its durability and its stur-
Idy construction.

12,914 feet and the mine has beenj
opened up by tunnels drifts "and

| raises for a vertical depts of 650 feef

below the original Bear. Veln sur=-
face outcroppings. Dlamond drill

:| testholes. have been. put in: tot.allng}
"1 5,186 feet: ‘and 68,206 ‘tons.of. oxe‘havev._

doﬁ g /74%

Nabesna Mine

Shipping Ore

$4,000 Worih Of Ore '
Trucked Into Valdez |,

FAIRBANKS
the . war-closed

— Reopening of
Nabesna gold

liscoveries in the Copper

hard work were required to get ' /.

’humng aclivity in this region,
wccording to Robert S. Sanford,
xcm(mal director of the U. S.

|Burecau of Mines.

The first shipment of Na-
besna ores in six years-—more
than four tons, worth an esti-
mated $1000 per ton — was
trucked 235 miles to Valdez
September 15. Weekly ship-
ments are planned until the
road is closed, General Man-

.+ ager Carl Whitham said. The

ore will be shipped to the Ta-
coma smelfer,

Mr. Whitham said approxi-
mately 16 men worked from
gune 1 to get the mine started
ate m August.

Mr. Sanford reported the fol-
'lowing metallic discoveries:

George Nagnangast and K. J.
Rickey found lode gold mear
Chitina, southwest of Liberty
Falls. The prospectors, who ‘will
continue their investigations in
the spring, said the quartz veins

! were half a mile long and 300

or 400 feet wide.

Steve Worbel
Smith
outerops on the south slope of
Sheep mountain up Dry creek.

Mr. Sanford also reported the
following operations:

The Gold Cord' Development
Co. is running its Willow creck
district mill with one daily shift
and is puqhmrr underground de-
velopment in preparation for
winter operations. A. L. Ren-
shaw is in charge.

Twenty-six men are working
on underground developiment

and 14 men on mill and camp'
“ et tha Tnderon-

and George

ine and new gold and copper!
river|
rea aie cvidence of sltepped-up)

discovered two copper|

Wlutham Makes
Nabesna Min~» Report
To Stockhold.

Carl F. Whitham,

besna Mining , Corporation, has
submitted to stockholders a re-
port on operations from June 1
to October 15, Because of insuf-
ficient labor, the mill was closed
down October 1, and diamond
drilling and mine work ended
October 15, A watchman will
take care of the property during
{lthe winter.

Since nearly three months were
:required to make the needed re-
pairs and reconditioning of the
mill, mine,” water system and
icamp buildings after being closed
down for nearly five years, the
mill was operated only 255 hours.
In that time, according to the
report, it treated 540 tons of
Golden Eagle ore having a value
of $15.42 per ton. About 9.19 tons
lof concentrates were produced,
(containing a  total of 172.478
ounces of gold and 126.475 ounc-
es of silver with a gross;value of:
TR (anﬁnd a\‘Pm’G)b‘ :;ff
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38151 08. 'These ‘concentrates were
shlpped to the Tacoma smelter.
A new air compressor deliver-
ing 300 feet of actual air per
minute was installed at the Gold-
en Eagle Mine, replacing the
portable compressor that burnt
‘up in 1941,
. A 43-foot tunnel was driven to
|open up for mining the surface
lore body that is situated 650 feet
westerly and 334 feet vertically
higher than the portal of the
main tunnel. Forty feet of this
was driven through ore that as-

I

sayed over $20 per ton in gold
| value.
There is over 2000 tons of

proven ore remaining to be mined
at the surface cropping. Exten-
iIsion of the 43-foot upper tunnel
into White Mountain will from
all indications develop a large
tonnage of ore, according to the
report. Owing to the scarcity of
miners, very little work. was done
on the main Golden Eagle tuh-
nel. Thirty-one feet of new tun-
nel were driven, making the to-
tal distance from the portal 531
feet.

1 New equipment having a com-
bined total cost of approximately
$17,830 was bought and placed
in service, most of it to replace
Isimilar equipment sold to the
Army and War Defense contrac-
tors in Alaska during the. war.
Supplies and repair parts cost
approximately .$11,069, diesel en-
‘gine fuel oil, gas and oil $3,789,
iwages $16,773, transportation
costs $2,739, taxes, license, insur-
ance, etc., approximately $4,000.
Inventory supplies on hand Oc-
tober 15 showed a valu ot up-
proxlmately $24,792, 0 g

“Our ‘original plan‘ w operate
Nabesna Mine continuously = the
year around had to be abandoned
because .of lack of sufficient mine:
labor to: carry on the work effi-
ciently and the impossibility of
getting some of ~‘the essential
supplies needed,” 'said ‘the:report.
“It. would not be advisable next
‘spring to try to operate’ Nabesna.
Mine and mill if the labor sup-.
ply is still scarce fs,nd essentla.l
supplies not obtainable. ._;l!.‘)‘ ‘.."

YA large a.mount. ofuwork wo.s
accomplished this aummer. lnT
spite of the small crew’ a.valleble.
Much credit ' is ' due: those . in
charge of the work for the pro-l
gress made in’ rehabilitating Na-.
'besna Mine and mill a.nd puttlng
]them in their present good oper-’
ating condition.” . PN

]

presld\\
and general manager of the Na-




